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Be the face that ends child abuse

Know the TEN-4 rule for key indicators of 
child abuse: faceitabuse.org/ten4rule

Text to 555-888 the words FacingIt and follow 
Kosair Charities and Face It on social media

Share this list with fi ve friends, family members,
and co-workers

Report suspected child abuse or neglect: 
1-877-597-2331 or reportitky.org

Donate today: kosair.org/donate-face-it

Kosair Charities is committed to ensuring children 
and their families have everything they need to stay 
healthy, happy, and safe. We need your help to 
continue providing them with essential support.

Kentucky is ranked #1 in the nation for cases of child 
abuse and neglect. 1 in 43 children in the 
Commonwealth experienced abuse or neglect in 
2018*. These may be children you care about—
family members, friends, and neighbors—it is likely 
you know a child in crisis. 

Kentucky kids need your help.

Stand up for kids by making a gift today to support 
Kosair Charities’ child abuse prevention efforts.
Children are at risk now more than ever given the 
emotional, physical, and fi nancial stressors on 
families resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.

I want to be help prevent child abuse and neglect with a gift of:

___$25     ___$50     ___$100     ___$250     Surprise us: $___________________

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _________________________________________________________

City: _________________________   State: ______   Zipcode: ___________________

Phone: _______________________   Email: ___________________________________

Please send this slip and your check payable to:
Kosair Charities  •  PO Box 37370  •  Louisville, KY 40233

To make a gift online, visit: kosair.org/donate-face-it

$25 trains an adult to 
recognize and 
prevent child abuse

$50 educates a 
classroom of students 
on abuse, bullying, 
and internet safety

$100 helps a 
childcare center 
inform parents on 
abuse prevention

$250 supplies abuse 
prevention resources 
to a library

Here are fi ve ways you can prevent child abuse and 
neglect:

5

$

*2018 Federal Child Maltreatment Report

By Kelly McKinney
editor@readthesun.com

Th e population at the 
Marion County Deten-
tion Center has decreased 
by more than 70 inmates 
since March 13, when the 
Supreme Court of Ken-
tucky mandated courts 
across the state to review 
how to decrease popula-
tions at county jails due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Barry Brady, jailer at 
the Marion County De-
tention Center, where 
Washington County 
inmates are typically 
housed, said the lessen-
ing of the jail population 
is essential. 

“Who could have fore-
seen this?” he said. “Th is 
is unprecedented. It has 
taken our whole nation 
by surprise.”

Th e drop at the MCDC 
is about a 23 percent de-
crease in the inmate pop-
ulation, a little less than 
the 28 percent released 
statewide at the state’s 
approximately 80 county 
jails reported Monday 
by the Lexington Herald 
Leader.

Not all those released 

from the MCDC were re-
leased due to coronavirus 
concerns; Brady did not 
have that number readily 
available Monday. 

Courts in both Marion 
and Washington counties 
have ordered the release 
of some inmates, Brady 
said. 

Releasing inmates 
could be the best chance 
to lessen the chance of 
spread of the virus—and 
deaths—because of the 
inability to practice prop-
er social distancing inside 
the jail, Brady said.

“Most of our jails in 
our nation were built 
dormitory style,” he said. 
“I don’t have 300 separate 
bedrooms.”

Institutions such as 
jails, prisons, hospitals 
and nursing homes are all 
bracing for potential out-
breaks. 

“Th e risk factor goes to 
an extreme level,” Brady 
said. 

Factors such as the in-
ability to isolate employ-
ees while not on the clock 
also plays a role, he said. 
An employee who comes 
into contact with the vi-
rus while outside could 
easily bring it into the jail 

population. 
Before March 13, the 

MCDC, a 297-bed facil-
ity, housed 320 inmates. 
Th ough crowded, the fa-
cility was nowhere near 
as overcrowded as some 
county jails in Kentucky, 
which have at times 
housed more than twice 
the number of inmates 
they were built to hold.  

Th e overcrowding is 
one of several reasons 
some are calling for the 
release of more inmates. 

Th e state’s chief pub-
lic defender warned in 
a letter to the secretary, 
Justice and Public Safety 
Cabinet and the chair 
of the Kentucky Parole 
Board that action to re-
duce populations needs 
to be taken before a ca-
tastrophe occurs.

 
Jails will not have the 

capacity to contain the 
spread of infection and 
jails are not equipped to 
handle the medical crisis 
that would ensue when 
trying to address CO-
VID-19 within the jail, 
Damon L. Preston wrote. 
Jails are also at greater 
risk of infection because 
people are constantly be-

ing booked and released, 
potentially exposing 
other inmates and staff  to 
COVID-19.

Since March 13, 72 in-
mates have been released 
from the MCDC, includ-
ing 39 Marion County in-
mates and 15 Washington 
County inmates, Brady 
said. 

About 20 of those re-
leased from the Marion 
County Detention Center 
were state inmates. 

Most all were classifi ed 
as “non-violent” off end-
ers, Brady said. 

“Th ere are people who 
need to stay in—those 
charged with sex crimes 
and extreme violent of-
fenses,” he said. “I haven’t 
seen anyone consider re-
leasing any of those in-
mates.”

Many being released 
are those who have un-
derlying health condi-
tions, Brady said. 

“Th ere’s a lot of atten-
tion going to health is-
sues,” he said. 

Jails across the state are 
taking what actions they 
can to try to prevent CO-
VID-19 from entering 
the facility. 

At MCDC, no in-

person visitation is al-
lowed. Th e lobby has 
been locked down. Staff  
are screened when they 
come on duty, including 
have their temperature 
taken. Movement inside 
is controlled. 

Outside time is lim-
ited to one group of cell-
mates at a time. Inmates 
who share a cell (dorm) 
take one hour of recess 
together each day, Brady 
said. 

Activities including 
religious services, addic-
tion support meetings 
and GED classes have 
stopped. 

Th e last is especially 
hard on inmates, Brady 
said. 

“It makes it very try-
ing,” he said. “It brings a 
lot of stress.”

Th at extra stress makes 
life at the jail, and man-

aging it, extremely tough. 
Managing stress levels jail 
is vital.

“It’s complex when 
you’re dealing with hu-
man lives in confi ne-
ment,” he said. “You can’t 
not care about stress of 
the prisoners.”

Offi  cials also are trying 
to ensure staff  take pre-
cautions when off  duty. 

“We’re trying to edu-
cate staff  on social dis-
tancing and stressing to 
defi nitely avoid any gath-
erings,” Brady said. 

Brady said the releas-
ing of inmates should not 
be seen as anyone being 
“soft  on crime.”

“It’s because of true 
public safety issues,” he 
said. “Everybody’s trying 
to make the best deci-
sions for public health.” 

Courts release MCDC inmates in wake of COVID-19
‘Everybody’s trying 

to make the best decisions 

for public health.’

Barry Brady

Marion County Jailer

this great state, the cupola of the 
opera house was illuminated green 
tonight, and will remain so,” Central 
Kentucky Community Th eatre di-
rector Kolton Windfi eld wrote in a 
post on Facebook. “With the news 
today that the virus has reached 
Washington County, it is so im-
portant that we remember that the 
things this color symbolizes, em-
pathy and compassion, are among 
those that make our community so 
strong. Green is also the color of re-
newal; together we will come out on 
the other side of this renewed. Take 
necessary precautions, heed the 
advice of our governor, our county 
judge, and mayor; and know that we 
will beat this. Because when we all 
do our part we are true members of 
#teamkentucky

Th e Washington County School 
District has ensured its students 
keep learning and are fed. Last week, 
the district provided 4,000 meals to 
students, delivering many and pro-
viding the remainder for pick-up. 

On Friday, the Washington Coun-
ty School Board voted to give a $15 
per day bonus for hazardous duty 
to staff  who are working to prepare, 
hand out and deliver meals. 

“Very proud of our team,” WCSD 
Superintendent Robin Cochran 
posted. “It’s the little things that say 
thank you to those that are giving so 
much. #TeamKentucky #WCPride”

Outside the Springfi eld Police 
Department, the Blessing Box, a 
place for residents to leave and take 
food, has not stayed empty, accord-
ing to the department. 

“Our community is defi nitely 
#TeamKentucky strong,” a March 
25 post by the department reads. 
“Th anks to everyone who has do-

nated and continues to donate to the 
blessing box. I have seen it go from 
near empty to full before I can blink. 
Springfi eld is setting the bar for tak-
ing care of each other. Th anks to all 
those who are taking the time to 
care for your/our neighbors. We’re 
all family no matter what.”

Over the weekend, the fi rst con-
fi rmed case of COVID-19 in Wash-
ington County was announced. 

Winfi eld acknowledged the af-
fected person in his post. 

“Please join me in off ering our 
thoughts and prayers for this indi-
vidual and for Washington Coun-
ty,” he wrote. “Over the past three 
weeks, our citizens have shown their 
compassion and resilience when 
confronted with these trying times. 
Let's keep pushing forward and 
working together for each other. Be-
cause when we all do our part we are 
true members of #teamkentucky”
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Isaiah House staff and residents handed out fro-
zen chickens curbside Monday morning. About 6,000 
pounds of chicken acquired through a partnership with 
Southeast Christian Church in Louisville and Kroger 
was given out. 


